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Introducing Ponteland’s new vicar...
By Reverend Peter Barham

Revd Barham at his induction

Events in November
Sunday 2nd 
(All Souls’ Day), 6.30pm at St Mary’s – a
quiet and reflective service with time to
remember those who have died.

Saturday 15th 
7.30pm – an Evening of Railway Films in
the Church Hall on Thornhill Road.
Some classic films from the 1950s.
Admission free.

Sunday 16th
6.30pm at St Mary’s – Mark’s gospel – a
lecture on the Gospel and its author at
our evening service.

Sunday 23rd
6.30 pm at St Mary’s – The Reverend
Richard Ferguson reads the Gospel of
Mark in its entirety.

Advent Sunday 30th
6.30pm at St Mary’s – a Service of
Words and Music, Darkness and Light –
space and quiet as we start the run-up
to Christmas.

May I introduce myself … The
Reverend Peter Barham, new Vicar of
Ponteland.

I’d been in Suffolk for 15 years and really
needed to find a new job. We were on
holiday in Durham back in February (my
daughter Hannah has been at University
there, so we’ve been up a few times). 

The Church Times had an advert for Vicar
of Ponteland, so we came and had a look.
An open church (brilliant), well cared for
and well used. The magazine looks good,
the website brilliant. I did the application
form and sent it in. Then they asked me
for interview. 

My baby son Theo decided to come into
this world four weeks before he should,
and then decides intensive care is the place
to be. A phone call to Ponteland “sorry,
can’t come” – and it slips off the radar. 

Theo slowly gets better, Ponteland still
needs a Vicar – an interview is organised.
Nice place, friendly people, but I talk too
much at the interview and know I haven’t
got it. I sit on the train back south telling
myself I didn’t want to move north anyway
– until the mobile goes and the man from
Merton College says “yes”.

So here we are – Hannah, Gareth, Harry
and Theo, with Julie and I. Hannah’s
finished at Durham and starting a
paediatric nursing course at Northumbria.
Gareth moves north and then goes south
to start a stage management course in
London. Harry goes to Gosforth High – he
wants to do Government and Politics as
one of his A-level courses. Theo gets used
to new friends and seems happy here too. 

Julie starts to find her way round – she
doesn’t walk too well so uses a buggy. She
misses being able to pop into the town

centre, and it doesn’t help that none of
the shops in Merton Way are easily
accessible – we look forward to
redevelopment and hope we can work to
get a new centre that will be an asset to
the town. 

But the library is good, there’s a creative
writing course at the Methodist Church,
and the church community is friendly. We
explore Morpeth and Hexham, and find
the cafes that welcome prams and their
occupants. 

And I have to do some work. There is a
welcoming church community in the six
churches within the parish. It’s good to get
to know people, and try to learn names. 

The Church of England churches at St
Mary’s and Holy Saviour Milbourne are
thriving – there’s more to life than the
numbers game, but 35 for the 8 o’clock
every Sunday, 150 at 10, 30ish at 11.15,
15 in the evening, and 30ish every
Wednesday morning, is very encouraging.
There’s a good variety of worship – some
quiet and reflective, others more lively –
and people are nice. I have no hesitation in
saying to anyone, come along and you will
be welcomed. 

St Mary’s is open during daylight hours
every day – so if you need a place to sit
and pray, or just somewhere to find some
space and recharge your batteries, please
feel free to use it. If a chat would help, try
me at the Vicarage on the corner of
Thornhill Road (phone 822140). If you are
planning a “life event” and want to talk
about marriage, christening, or funeral –
pick up the phone to me or to Gillian in
the Office (824470). 

I am very glad that marriage law has
recently changed, removing many of the

old residence qualifications for marriage – I
want to welcome you at the start of
married life and stand with you as we ask
God’s blessing. If you or a friend needs a
visit – at home or in hospital – again,
please let us know and we will seek to do
our best. 

If you want to find out what the Christian
faith is all about - why it is that people still
meet to worship the God who our Saxon
forebears worshipped on the island beside
the river – then come along and find out.
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Update from

Two developers have been shortlisted
to present proposals for the village
regeneration scheme to a January
public consultation.

Both firms have been considered by Castle
Morpeth Borough Council as being
creditworthy and capable of carrying out
the village centre regeneration. 

Their initial proposals were looked at by the
Ponteland Community Partnership
regeneration sub group on October 9.

Members were asked to consider their first
thoughts and comments as the two
developers had been requested to present
to the group on October 14 and 16. 

At these meetings further clarification was
requested on both developers’ proposals,
and individual comments were made
following the presentations.

The respective developers were asked to
consider what had been said to them
regarding their proposals and to return any

further information or amendments they
felt appropriate by mid November.

As venues for public consultation with
sufficient space cannot be arranged for
December, the public consultations are now
proposed for the second week in January
2009. 

Further information on specific dates
will be set out in the December issue of
Pont News & Views.

By Raymond Sproul

Girlguiding in the Ponteland
area has a new Ranger unit
for girls over the age of 14.
We meet once or twice a month to
complete challenges, work towards awards
and socialise. One of our aims is to help the
local community and organise some
fundraising events.

If you attended the health centre’s flu jab
clinic recently we will have served you with
a cup of tea and a homemade biscuit.

Most of us help out at Rainbow, Brownie
and Guide meetings but the new Ranger
unit gives us the opportunity to meet as a
group. Our latest trip was to an activity
centre in Lancashire where we had a great
time canoeing and mountain biking.

Next year will be the launch of a year of
events and fundraising for various charities
ending with a party in 2010 to mark a
Century of Girlguiding. The Rangers are
busy planning their part in the celebrations.

You can find out more about Rangers email
me at vivian.thompson@yahoo.co.uk or
contact Division Commander Jackie
Buchanan on (01661) 825704.

New Ranger unit opens girlguiding to over-14s
By Vivian Thompson
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Letters on all issues are welcomed by Pont News & Views. 
The Editor reserves the right to amend any submitted letters
published, for legal or other reasons. All letters submitted
should include the writer’s name and address.

After reading your
correspondents’ letters
in the September and
October issues re
Somerfield’s car parking
policy I feel compelled
to respond.

I cannot actually believe that
certain residents of Ponteland
expect Somerfields supermarket
to provide car parking while
they embark on bus journeys or
carry out other business in
Ponteland.

Surely the Somerfield two hour
parking allowance for
customers is generous and in
line with the policy of other
supermarkets?

On several occasions,
particularly on a Saturday, i
have tried to park at
Somerfields to shop and have
been unable to find a space,
but found the store to have
very few customers.

Mrs I Dingwall
Errington Road
Darras Hall

Re the letter “Store Parking
Policy victim” sent by S.
Flook.

Thank you, thank you, thank
you to Somerfield for looking
after people who follow the
rules! The sign regarding the
2hr limit is quite clearly
displayed.

In the past there has not been a
policy regarding the time limit
on the car par and I have
always thought it very anti-
social that some people have
used the car park as a
convenient place to leave their
car when they go to town on
the bus. This practice has been
very prevalent at Christmas
time.

If we were all a little more
caring and considerate we
would not need these rules and
regulations - but as S. Flook has
demonstrated, we are not in
that state of Utopia yet!

Angela Dupre
Ponteland

After reading both Mrs
Hathaway’s comments in the
September issue followed by
S Flooks comments in the
October issue I would like to
voice my opinion on this
matter.

As a regular shopper at
Somerfield supermarket myself I
would like to make the point
that the car park is obviously
intended for the convenience of
supermarket customers and is
not a municipal car park and
thus it should be used
accordingly and rules abided by. 

Have the supermarket not had
to impose such measures as the
2 hour parking rule (to which
the signs are quite clearly
displayed for all to see - I
counted 10 signs without really
trying) due to misuse of this
facility? 

I myself would be the first to
admit to paying a quick visit to
the bank or to collect a
prescription before shopping,
but surely if everyone parked
there and nipped off to the
hairdressers or into the city
centre or whatever, there would
be little room left for the
genuine customer. 

Would these people not be the
first to complain if they could
not get parked - I wonder?

SB
Darras Hall (name and address
withheld by consent)

Will the floods mean higher
Council Tax bills next year?

In view of the recent flooding,
resulting in escalating costs to
both Castle Morpeth Borough
Council and Northumberland
County Council, there is the
likelihood of an increase in
Council Tax in the Spring.

This is a further problem with
the changes to
Northumberland’s change to a
unitary authority and
announcements in the Press
that reserves are not as
expected.

Does the Town Council consider
that it would be a sign of good
housekeeping to review the
budget now in place and
endeavour to keep the Town
Council precept for 2009 within
affordable limits for the many
who are now facing escalating
costs in their daily lives?

Sheila Campbell
Ridgely Drive
Ponteland
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December deadlines The December issue will be delivered the week
beginning December 1. Deadline for all copy and adverts is Friday
November 14. Businesses should be aware that all bookings for
advertisements must be paid in full by the deadline to ensure placement
in the December issue.

After letters slamming the new car parking policy at Somerfields, another view from
three correspondents defending the supermarket

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Deli at Darras, 13 Broadway, Darras Hall Tel. (01661) 860206

www.deli-at.co.uk

Orders now being taken for
TEMPLE FARM FREE RANGE TURKEYS

The finest flavoured tukey you could imagine.
As recommended on Gordon Ramsey’s The ‘F’ Word.

BURBUSH OF PENRITH Pies and Pâté
Mouth watering selection of hand crafted pies including

Pork & Stilton topped with Apple and Ginger Chutney.

BORDER HOMEBAKE Sweet Mince Pies
Perfect on their own or warm and add brandy butter

HAMPER AND GIFT BOX SERVICE
Choose from our regional and Christmas ranges

or select your own unique collection

Shop local for all of your 
fine food Christmas fayre
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Restaurant plan gets green light
at fourth attempt

GROOMING

Unit 1, Meadowfield Court, Meadowfield Industrial Est, 
Ponteland, Tyne & Wear, NE20 9SD Tel: 01661 820824

Professional grooming for all breeds of dog

Developers have won a long running battle 
to open a village centre restaurant – at the
fourth attempt.

Castle Morpeth councillors had twice rejected the plans
for former offices above Barclays Bank in Main Street,
Ponteland, branding them “ridiculous”. An appeal was
also dismissed by a Government planning inspector.

The original plan by UGC Holdings saw the premises
extended to both sides, rear and a third storey, to house
a 260 sq m dining area and 43 sq m bar area. Due to
the lack of car parking spaces the firm was offering a
valet service, taking diners’ cars to local free car parks.

Council planners said last year the proposed extensions
were ‘inappropriate for this location in terms of scale,
massing and design in relation to the existing building,
the character of the streetscape and the Conservation
Area’.

But they backed the revised plans, which reduced the
size and scale of the extensions and the number of
seats from 175 to 98. 

Objections remained, however, from Ponteland Town
Council, the Civic Society and a small number of
householders and businesses.

Councillors voted by seven to six in favour.
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50 YEARS successfully serving the 
discerning customers of Darras Hall 
and Ponteland.

50 YEARS of flooring experience and 
knowledge, allowing us to source a fantastic range of
products and negotiate the best deals for our customers.

50 YEARS of dedication, pride and customer care that
only a family-run business can provide.50 Merton Way, Ponteland, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE20 9PS

Ryalux carpets are now available up to seven metres in width – that’s two metres more
than the industry standard. Great for covering those larger areas, wherever they may be.

No seams, no waste.

Fantastic range, great prices, unrivalled experience – why shop anywhere else?

No seams, no waste.

CALL USNOW ON01661824647
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